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We sent to you on the 13th September last a 
copy of our despatch to the High Commissioner for 
Palestine, No. Ok of the 12th September, enclosing 
a copy of the letter from the Arch-@ishop of 
Thyateira on the subject of the Palestine Orthodox 
Patriarchate Ordinance No. 32 of 1941. I now 
enclose a copy of the savingram which we have 
received from the High Commissioner in reply. 


We would propose, subject to any views which 
the Foreign Office may have on this question, to 
convey to the Arch4Bishop the substance of paragraphs 
2, 5 and 4 of the High Commissioner's savingram, 
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Would you kindly let me know whether you concur? 
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The position is that negotiations have bee 
conducted by the District 
Jerusalem vistrict, between the urthodox 
veruBalon 
parties und secure suci 
s would enuble the ordinance or 
effective operation. 
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JERUSALEM SOUS LE CONTROLE’ 
DU SAINT-SIEGE ? 


Le bureau de presse du pa- ternationalement pour son im- 


Pea ¢ 
Bea tua) 
Fs 


triarcat grec-orthodoxe d’Alexan- 
drie communique ce qui suit : 


“Selon une dépéche de |’Asso- 
ciated Press datée du 21 juin et 
provenant de la Cité du Vatican, 
Mgr. Enrico Pucci du service de 
Vinformation dy Vatican, com- 
menta les informations de Lon. 
dres suggérant la possibilité de 
placer Jérusalem sous le controle 
du St.-Sieége, I] déclara que le 
Vatican ne ferait jamais le pre- 
mier pas dans une telle direction 
Mais que plutét il intensifierait 
son action diplomatique dans le 
Moyen-Orient comme ce fut le 
cas au Liban et tout derniére. 
ment en Egypte et en Gréce 


“En 1945, le R.P. Guilio Jua- 
nella, supérieur des missions ca- 
tholiques en Palestine, avait sou- 
mis au nom de l’Ordre des Fran- 
ciscains, un memorandum — sur 
les lieux saints. Aprés avoir ex- 
posé les points en litige de la 
question palestinienne, il optait 
pour une résolution de la ques. 
~i0n par le St,-Siége, connu in- 


ioarlaaen anne enema emcee oon 


partialité chrétienne. 

“S.B. le Patriarche Christopho- 
ros II qui fut et qui est membre 
de la confraternité du St.-Sépul- 
cre, avait alors attire l’attention 
de l’Eglise de Jérusalem sur ce 
memorandum. 

“Le bureau de presse du pa. 
triarcat grec-orthodoxe est done 
autorisé a faire savoir que, vu 
les trés mauvais services rendus 
a& l’Orthodoxie grecque en Orient 
depuis des siécles par l’action 
unilatérale diplomatique et poli- 
tique du Vatican, action protégée 
par les grandes puissances  ca- 
tholiques d’antan, les Grecs-Or.- 
thodoxes en Orient souhaitent et 
demandent catégoriquement que 
Jérusalem soit placée sous ly 
seule tutelle politique de l’Angic: 
terre ou sous la protection col. 
lective des trois alliés victorieux” . 
— (AFP). . ; 
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The Greek anbassador called on Devcemher Oth 
and left with me an aide memoire regarding the 
desire of the Greek Government that in view of 
the Situation which was dJevelening in Palestine, 
the Palestine Government shculd be asked to press 
on urgently with promulgation of the Crdinances 
of the Greek Crthodcox Patriarchate in Jerusalem. 


I tcld the Ambassadcr that I Was net 
eonversant with the matter but I undertook to see 
thet it was referred urgently te the Colonial 
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Cth December, 1947. 
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The Foreign Office present their compliments 
to the Greek Embassy and have the honour to 
refer to their note of the 8th December, 1547, 
regarding the approval and promulgation of the 
Ordinance of the Orthodox Patriarchate in 
Jerusalen. 


Information has been received through the 
Colonial Office that this Ordinance (No. 32 of 
1941), which was put forward as a basis for 
agreement between the <rthodox Patriarchate 
and the Arab Orthodox Community, but which cannot 
be promulgated, in its original form or with 
amendments, unless such agreement is reached, 
has been the subject of further negotiations 
during the last year. Unfortunately the 
efforts of the District Commissioner, Jerusalem 
District, and of the Solicitor-General to 
arrive at a settlement of this long-standing 
dispute have proved of no avail. There appears 
to be little prospect of agreement, owing to the 
uncompromising attitude adopted by both parties 
to the dispute on the essential problem of 
whether or not the Arab laity should have an 
autnoritative voice in the management of the 
properties of the Patriarchate. 


ae 
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The Government of Palestine are, however, 
uSing and will continue to use their best 
endeavours to arrive at a solution acceptable 
to both sides of an ancient and difficult 


dispute, which they regard as essenti 
for local settlement. 


Foreign cCffice, 
l@th March, 1948, 
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May I refer to your letter of the 10th December 


(H.11669/1916/31) about the Greek Ambassador's interest 
in the ordinance relating to the Orthodox Patriarchate 


in Jerusalem? 


“fi 


co 


The latest position with regard to this ordinance oe 
is described in the High Commissioner's savingram Bony! 
No.3 of the 4th January, 1947, a copy of which was 
enclosed in my letter to Baxter of the 43rd March. 


You will find previous correspondence from the Greek 
Ambassador under Foreign Office reference E,7307/3807/31. 


I am afraid the only thing we can do is to refer 


again to the High Commissioner for Palestine. I have 
asked for an urgent reply and will let you know as soon’ 


as it is received. 
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